jgg                                  TO THE STUDENTS

to have at least ten crores of its population going without a full
meal per day. If they believed in this statement which they
could verify themselves, if they explore the village conditions
of India, they would one and all identify themselves somewhat
with their starving countrymen by adopting khadi.

Young India, 19-9-1929
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LOVE OF THE MOTHER TONGUE *

*

Gandhiji expressed his painful surprise that the students
did not know the horror he had of receiving addresses in Eng-
lish from bodies and audiences which had no excuse whatsoever
for so doing. He reminded the students that in Lucknow there
was the least occasion for the use of English. Lucknow was the
abode of the national language. The students knew that the
speaker had no difficulty in following even high-flown Lucknow
Urdu. He told them that if they had no love for their mother
tongue or the national language which was Hindustani they
could not expect to be enlisted as soldiers in India's fight for
Swaraj. No one who was indifferent to his mother tongue could
claim to be a lover of his country, and he reminded them of the
late General Botha who, although he knew English, insisted,
when he went to London, upon speaking-to the King in Dutch
through an interpreter. The King instead of resenting^his insis-
tence appreciated it as a natural thing for an ambassador of a
Dutch-speaking nation to do so. Even so must they have pride
in their mother tongue.
Joung India, 10-104929

* Report of a speech before the students of Lucknow on their presenting
an address in English.